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Water industry investment in the environment
A £5bn WINEP programme for AMP7 (2020 – 2025)

£800m
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The scale of the challenge
Reasons for failing WFD Good Ecological Status in Anglian region (2015 data)

@AnglianWater @DanielJ88



ELMS is a potential game-changer
Public money for environmental public goods, lots of potential benefit for waterbodies
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Massive potential to blend public/private money
Need to create robust local markets for carbon and biodiversity net gain credits
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See Broadway Initiative report out today

https://www.iema.net/assets/newbuild/Broadway/Broadway Initiative Accelerating private investment in nature-based solutions July 2020.pdf


But…is the original vision being lost?
Risk that ELMS is becoming just another agri-environment scheme

Key details remain unknown:
• What will be the ‘regulatory baseline’ of standards that all farmers will need to abide by?
• How much harder will it be to achieve Tier 1?
• How will farm and land management activity be checked and enforced? (Stacey Review!?)
• How will land managers get the trusted, rounded advice they will need to decide how to 

maximise the potential of their land?
• How much money will be available, and will payment rates be high enough to encourage 

widespread ELMS participation?
• How will local priorities for Tier 2 and Tier 3 schemes be determined, to reinforce local nature 

recovery strategies, water resources management plans, local flood risk strategies?

And we detect a sliding in ambition:
• Brexit realities on trade and labour becoming clearer for farmers
• ‘Food security’ concerns rising up the agenda
• Will Ministers really be able to stomach farm businesses going under?
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Thank you for listening

To discuss further please get in touch!
Daniel Johns, Head of Public Affairs

djohns2@anglianwater.co.uk 
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