MYTH BUSTING FACT

Daily Mail, 18 February 2010
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MYTH

Migration places undue strain on our schools

A House of Lords report quotes an expert on child migration
and the education system saying that “LPPLJUDQW
VWXG\ KDUG DQG WKDW WKH H[WUD L
LQ HGXFDWLRQ FDQ UDLVH WKH TXDO

DW WKDW VFKRROQO”. The report also notes that i
contributed to the maintenance of some local village schools

as the children of immigrants boost enrolment.

(Source: ‘The economic impact of immigration’
House of Lords Select Committee Report, April 2008)

This series of myth-busting facts has been produced on behalf of the All Party Migration Parliamentary
Group which exists to provide a forum for Members of Parliament to access accurate and up-to-date
information on migration issues and maintain a dialogue with key stakeholders to promote a balanced
debate on migration and its impact on the UK.
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This series of simple Migration Parliamentary Group fact sheets aims to address
M,’graﬁon some of the popular misconceptions about the impact of migration on the UK that
Parliamentary Group too often prevent a balanced and objective debate on migration being held.

Migration places undue strain on our schools

WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE?

Schools have been dealing with the impact of immigration for a considerable period of time. It places pressures on
the education system in some instances, when children enter schools from diverse cultural backgrounds. However, an
assessment of the overall consequences of migration on the education system is complex and must take into account
not just the pressures placed on resources but also the measure put in place to address these and the positive
benefits that result from migration.

The arrival of migrant children need not present a long term strain on school resources. Procedures have been put
in place to provide additional support to schools and pupils as and when pupil numbers rise and for pupils who do
not speak English as a second language. As far as numbers are concerned, an increase in school numbers results in
further funding per capita in the following financial year.

In 2009 the Migration Impacts Fund was introduced. This is derived from an extra levy on new migrants entering the
UK. It is used to support local services like health, police, and schools to manage migration pressures. It is not intended
to replace mainstream funding for these services, which takes into account population changes, but supports services
until adjustments can be made.

The UK population flow is not simply inward with regards to children and the school system. Whilst migrant children
enter the UK school system, a number of children leave the country as well each year.

Migration has helped to solve some of the longstanding problems in the school system. For example, The National
Farmers Union has recognised that immigration has contributed to the maintenance of some local village schools as
the children of immigrants boost enrolment, renewing demand for established schools which were at risk of closure.

The education system has benefitted substantially from the contribution of teachers who have moved to the UK,
particularly the high number of teachers who have come to the UK from the Commonwealth. These individuals have
often trained in their home country and bring considerable experience and expertise, in some cases in subjects where
there is a teacher shortage.

NEED TO FIND OUT MORE?

The following links provide further information on the impact of migration to the UK.

Immigration Advisory Service: ‘Migration should be based on the facts and not mythology’ (2009)
http://www.iasuk.org/news-media-releases/migration-should-be-based-on-the-facts-and-not-mythology.aspx

Joseph Rowntree Foundation: ‘Neighbourhood experiences of new immigration’ (2006)
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/9781859354421.pdf

Information on Migration Impacts Fund http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1180107

House of Lords Select Committee on Economic Affairs: ‘The Economic Impact of Migration’ (1st report of session 2007,/08)
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/Id200708/Idselect/Ideconaf/82/82.pdf



