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Economic migrants increase levels of unemployment

amongst British workers

A report on migration found that migrant groups make a
positive economic contributionby“ZRUNLQJ ORQ
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British workers are reluctant to take on.

(Source:’'Britain’s Immigrants:an economic profile’, Institute for Public Policy
Research, Sriskandarajah D, Cooley L and Karnblatt T, 2007)

This series of myth-busting facts has been produced on behalf of the All Party Migration Parliamentary
Group which exists to provide a forum for Members of Parliament to access accurate and up-to-date
information on migration issues and maintain a dialogue with key stakeholders to promote a balanced
debate on migration and its impact on the UK.
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This series of simple Migration Parliamentary Group fact sheets aims to address
M,’graﬁon some of the popular misconceptions about the impact of migration on the UK that
Parliamentary Group too often prevent a balanced and objective debate on migration being held.

Economic migrants increase levels of unemployment amongst
British workers

WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE?

The current state of the UK economy and rising unemployment levels have understandably raised significant public concerns.
However, linking migration to increasing levels of unemployment is poor economics and oversimplifies the variable impacts at a
regional level and on different sectors.

In February 2010 the unemployment rate was 7.8%, up by 1.4% on 2009 figures but stabilising. As a result attention has focused
on how to reverse this trend and how to tackle the impacts of it particularly on those who have been hardest hit such as young
people.

Rising unemployment is the result of a range of factors, primarily the credit crunch and the subsequent recession, and not simply
as a consequence of migration. In a 2009 study of migration by the Institute of Public Policy Research (IPPR) it was found that
it is “extremely unlikely that increased migration into the UK will have a substantial negative impact on employment in the UK”.

An increasing population, put simply, does not produce unemployment. A greater number of economically active workers in the
UK means there are more producers and consumers; both of which are essential components of a functioning economy. Migrant
workers support key areas of the economy which in turn stimulates further employment, for example by buying goods in the shops
and supporting other services.

The positive contribution that migrants make to the economy has been consistently recognised by employer groups such as the
CBI, British Chamber of Commerce, NFU and trade union leaders such as Jack Dromey from Unite. They have highlighted instances
where specific sectors, particularly those dependent on a seasonal workforce, have suffered through a lack of access to sufficient
volumes of migrant labour. The British Chambers of Commerce have underlined the important contribution that migrants make
to the economy ‘Migrants make a valuable contribution to local economies across the UK, and thus to the country as a whole’
(Migration Policy Brief, British Chambers of Commerce, 9 December 2009).

Many UK businesses are dependent on migrant labour. According to a BCC Workforce Survey, one in four businesses in the UK
uses migrant labour, and this figure is a high as one in three for larger firms. The BCC have said that employers see migrants in
a positive light stating that: ‘Migrants are a self-selecting group: they tend to be young, driven and enterprising, all skills that an
employer values’ (Migration Policy Brief, British Chambers of Commerce, 9 December 2009).

NEED TO FIND OUT MORE?

The following links provide further information on the impact of migration to the UK.

Migration Policy Brief, British Chambers of Commerce (2009)
http://www.britishchambers.org.uk/6798219243223070364,/09.12.09%20Migration%20Policy%20Brief.pdf

British Chambers of Commerce Workforce Survey (2009) www.britishchambers.org.uk/.../workforce_survey.pdf

‘The Economic Impacts of Migration on the UK Labour Market’, IPPR (2009)
http://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=649

Shelter: Immigration and Housing Factsheet (2008)
http://england.shelter.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/132030/Factsheet_Immigration_and_housing.pdf



