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MYTH
Housing shortages are a consequence of migration

FACT

A House of Lords Select Committee on Economic Affairs 
found that “�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���W�H�Q�G���W�R���G�H�P�D�Q�G���O�H�V�V���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J�����R�Q��
�D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�����W�K�D�Q���8�.���E�R�U�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V” and that “�W�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I��
�U�H�F�H�Q�W���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���U�H�Q�W�H�G���V�H�F�W�R�U”.  

(Source:‘The economic impact of immigration’ 
House of Lords Select Committee Report, April 2008)

�M�Y�T�H���B�U�S�T�I�N�G���F�A�C�T����

This series of myth-busting facts has been produced on behalf of the All Party Migration Parliamentary 
Group which exists to provide a forum for Members of Parliament to access accurate and up-to-date 
information on migration issues and maintain a dialogue with key stakeholders to promote a balanced 
debate on migration and its impact on the UK.

Parliamentary Group For more information contact the Migration Parliamentary Group Secretariat on ��������������������������  or at 
�P�S�J�#�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�S�D���F�R���X�N��



WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE?
According to recent research from the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), the vast majority of people who live 
in social housing in Britain were born in the UK. Less than two per cent of all social housing residents have moved to Britain 
in the last five years and nine out of ten social housing residents were born in the UK.

The research, undertaken for the EHRC by the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR), examined the allocation of social 
housing in England and the specific impact of immigrant communities. It found that social housing allocation policies 
are successfully targeting those in most need including the homeless, the elderly and families with children. It found no 
evidence to suggest that new migrants have priority over UK born residents. Nor was there any evidence of abuse of the 
system, including ‘queue jumping’ or providing false information.

Despite this evidence, many people, particularly in the areas of greatest housing need, believe that the allocation process 
puts white British families at a disadvantage. There is also a perception that asylum seekers access social housing too easily 
in areas where demand and need are high. In fact, asylum seekers are technically not resident in the UK and therefore 
cannot access social housing. 

Asylum seekers can be allocated housing on arrival to the UK (if they do not have accommodation to go to) however this 
housing is specifically provided by the UK Border Agency and is not allocated from the mainstream social housing stock. The 
accommodation allocated to them by the UK Border Agency is not paid for by the local council, and is nearly always ‘hard to 
let’ properties, which other people do not want to live in. It is only after asylum seekers have successfully been granted an 
official status such as ‘leave to remain’, that they are allowed to join waiting lists. 

The perception that migrants put pressure on social housing provision is overstated, and there is no evidence to suggest that 
migrants are being given priority over UK citizens in a competition for social housing. Furthermore, analysis of the Labour 
Force Survey highlights the fact that migrants who have arrived in the UK during the last five years are overwhelmingly 
housed in the private rental sector – 64 per cent. Only 11 per cent live in social housing.

Arguably, a debate over the relationship between migration and housing actually serves to obscure the urgent need to boost 
the supply of both social housing and affordable private housing to meet demand.
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NEED TO FIND OUT MORE?
The following links provide further information on the impact of migration to the UK.

Equality and Human Rights Commission, ‘Social Housing Allocation and Immigrant Communities’ (IPPR, Spring 2009)
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/4_social_housing_allocation_and_immigrant_communities.pdf

House of Lords Select Committee on Economic Affairs: The Economic Impact of Immigration (2007-08)
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/ld200708/ldselect/ldeconaf/82/82.pdf

Housing Report to the Migration Impacts Forum, January 2008
http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/managingourborders/mif/papersandagendas/thirdmeeting/
housingreport.pdf?view=Binary

Centre for Research and Analysis of Migration (University College London), ‘Assessing the Fiscal Costs and Benefits of A8 
Migration to the UK’ (July 2009) http://www.econ.ucl.ac.uk/cream/pages/CDP/CDP_18_09.pdf

This series of simple Migration Parliamentary Group fact sheets aims to address 
some of the popular misconceptions about the impact of migration on the UK that 
too often prevent a balanced and objective  debate on migration being held.Parliamentary Group


